
Florida Must Preserve School Vaccine Requirements to 

Protect Our Children and Communities 
 
As a group of over 1,000 Florida physicians, representing the medical community across the 

state, we urgently call on officials to preserve existing vaccine requirements for school 

attendance and in other high-risk settings. The recent announcement by the Surgeon General 

proposing their removal jeopardizes the hard-won gains in community disease prevention and 

threatens to undo decades of progress. 

 

Florida is home to dedicated clinicians who are deeply committed to keeping our communities 

healthy. Many Florida residents including newborns, those with chronic illnesses or weakened 

immune systems and those over the age of 65, depend on community immunity to vaccine-

preventable diseases, as they are at higher risk for severe complications even after being 

vaccinated. Healthy children and adults who have not been vaccinated or are not up to date are 

also at risk for serious health problems from these diseases. Vaccine protection allows our 

children to safely attend school and daycare, participate in activities, and enjoy childhood 

without unnecessary fear of life-threatening infection. Removing these protections would 

undermine public trust and create preventable risks. 

 

Vaccines are one of medicine’s greatest triumphs. For generations, they have safeguarded 

communities from whooping cough, meningitis, measles, and polio—diseases that once caused 

devastating illness and death. Florida’s own researchers and clinicians have contributed to the 

studies that confirmed the safety and effectiveness of these tools, which are recognized 

worldwide as cornerstones of modern medicine. Additionally, both local and national polls 

demonstrate clearly that despite a very vocal minority, parents overwhelmingly support vaccine 

requirements in public schools and daycare.  

 

But our defenses are crumbling. Measles cases in the U.S. are at their highest levels in more than 

30 years—already surpassing last year’s total. Whooping cough is also on the rise, including here 

in Florida. These resurgences are a warning bell. Without vaccine requirements in high-risk 

settings like schools and hospitals, preventable outbreaks will only increase, endangering not just 

children but entire communities. 

 

School vaccine requirements are not just about individual choice—they are about community 

responsibility. They help keep children in school, prevent infections from spreading, and protect 

teachers, grandparents, and other caregivers who are part of our children’s daily lives. They 

ensure that schools remain safe environments where children can focus on learning, not illness. 

They also give families the confidence that sending their children to school or daycare will not 

put them in harm’s way. 

 

Leading physician organizations agree. The American Academy of Pediatrics, American Medical 

Association, American College of Physicians, American College of Emergency Physicians, and 

American Academy of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology have all raised serious concerns about 

proposals to roll back vaccine protections. The AMA has been clear: removing mandates 



presents unacceptable risks to our community’s health. Pediatricians across the country have 

agreed with this message, emphasizing that vaccines save lives and protect children’s futures. 

 

This is a pivotal moment for Florida. Instead of dismantling protections, we should be working 

to strengthen them. We should be ensuring access to lifesaving vaccines for all families, 

investing in education, and addressing the incorrect information being spread that undermines 

confidence in safe, effective, and preventative medical care. 

 

We call on educators, parents, community leaders, and lawmakers to join us in protecting 

existing vaccine requirements. Our responsibility is to today’s children—and to the generations 

who will follow. Together, we can keep Florida a place where children are safe, schools are 

healthy, and communities are strong. 
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Kay Khine, MD 

Shannon Laboy, MD 

Madiha Noor, MD 

Claudia Conde, MD 

Dorothy Jeannette Hill, 

DO 

Elizabeth Dineen, DO 

Yuliya Linhares, MD 

Carol Sekhon, MD 

Tamika Maxwell, DO 

Kimberly Dozier-

Thornton, MD 

Jyoti Budania, MD 

Adam Hotz, DO 

Alexandra Pizzi, DO 

Daniel Matta, MD 

Adolfo Gonzalez Garcia, 

MD 

Isabel Brea MD MPH 

FACEP 

George Everett, MD MS 

MACP 

Raquel Hernandez, MD 

MPH FAAP 

Mara DiBartolomeo, DO 

MPH FAAP 

Nikki Rowan, MD 

Sarah Gore, MD 

Elisa Sottile, MD 

Payal Patel, MD 

Laura Aviles-Medina, MD 

FAAP 

Meghan Tornatore, MD 

Paul Christakis, MD 

Gunce Karaman, MD 

Michael Mohseni, MD 

Yamilet Tirado, MD 

Anna McConnell, MD 

FAAP 



Maritz Plaza-Verduin, MD 

FAAP 

Carolina Paredes Molina, 

MD MBA 

Sofia Horvath, MD 

Ana Maria Torres, MD 

Phillip Tyree, DO 

Paige Barker, MD 

Angela Gianini, MD 

Suzanne Laskas, MD 

Heisy Asusta, MD MPH 

Lauren Kuykendall, MD 

Rebecca Lessner, DO 

Ashley DeBoeuf, MD 

FAAP 

Eva Grant, DO 

Caecilia Garcia-Perez, DO 

Serena Vidanage, DO 

Yaritza Linares Lima, MD 

Petra McEwan, MD 

Lynda Bideau, MD 

Philip Colaizzo, MD 

FAAP CAP 

Gwennaelle Wilson, MD 

Jenifer McCarthy, MD 

Sarah Bodin, MD 

Alina Alvarez, MD 

Megan Carlton, MD 

Amisa Patel, DO 

Amber Patel, DO 

Lourdes Alamo, MD 

Michele Morrison, MD 

Kimberly Hartney, MD 

Kristin Thiel, DO 

Jennifer Loh, MD 

Usha Mohandas, MD 

FACP 

Karisa Falden, DO 

Janelle McCall, MD 

Danielle Reynolds, MD 

Whitney Page, MD 

Lauren Hand, MD 

Punam Hugo, DO 

Sid Hugo, DO 

Diana Arriola, MD 

Wendy Glaberson, MD 

FAAP FASN 

Robert Dabrow, MD 

FAAP 

Kelly Clayton, MD 

Matthew Calestino, MD 

FACP SFHM 

Tanya Gonzalez, MD 

Valerie Jacobson, MD 

Monica Shah, MD 

Kush Tripathi, MD 

Jessica Cruz, MD 

Stacy Rubin, MD 

Alveena Dawood, MD 

Faryal Mallick, MD 

Michelle Escobar Medina, 

MD 

Janice Rodriguez, MD 

Monica Habib, MD 

Kristina Kise, MD 

Lindsey Finnegan, MD 

FAAP 

Neha Kapila, MD 

Tina Mehta, DO 

Jane Benton, MD MPH 

Hannah Moshkovski, MD 

Zulma Zorrilla Pabon, MD 

Marie Dona, MD 

Anna Koeppel, MD 

Maci McDermott, MD 

Christine Pierre, MD 

Nishma Sachedina, MD 

Mary Sifain, DO 

Julie Burkett, MD 

Maria Schonenberg Llach, 

MD 

Karen Franco, MD 

Debra Linzer, MD 

Caulley Soto, MD 

Scott Nelson, MD 

Sarah Alvarez, MD 

Yenimar Ventura, MD 

Anthony Liberti, MD MPH 

Deepika Misra, MD 

Andrew Cooke, MD 

Dipti Amin, MD 

Sobia Naeem, DO 

Laila Ben Bouzid, MD 

Katherine Semidey, MD 

Cloty Toro, MD 

Hannah Cianci, DO 

Varinder Novak, MD 

Alma Cruz, MD 

Michaela Sljivich, MD 

Heather Elizondo Vega, 

MD 

Alexis Kowalski, MD 

Kathleen Vazzana, DO 

MSc 

Angie Alegria, DO MPH 

Peter LoFaso, DO 

Kelsey Wehrenberg, DO 

Candice Guevara, DO 

Jose Vargas Loayza, MD 

Yobanka Paez-Munoz, 

MD 

Michael Middleton, MD 

Hannah Kim, DO 

Tristan Dorn, MD 

Mitchell Laski, MD 

Michelle Smith, MD 

Raquel Mitchell, MD 

Ryan Nall, MD 

Abbye Degan, MD 

Tina O’Shea, MD 

Christopher Kumetz, MD 

Nicole Pontee, MD 

William Degan, MD 

Samantha Mikals, MD 

Christine Pao, MD 

Sarah O’Connor, MD 

Shireen Sims, MD 

Lisa Gwynn, DO MBA 

MSPH 

Jimena Blandon, MD 

Jose Negrin, MD 

Mori Stern, MD FAAP 

Tony Wen, MD 

Heather Harrell, MD 

Nathaniel Minigh MD 

FAAP 

Jessica Heft, MD 



Ira Gessner, MD 

Richard Davidson, MD 

MPH 

Melanie Hagen, MD 

Julia Oliveira, MD FAAP 

Idaliz Canales-Colon, MD 

Michael Mamone, MD 

Courtney Edwards, MD 

Melissa Gronceski, MD 

Jessica Figueroa-Valdes, 

MD 

Alina Chiritescu, MD 

Kailey Catapano-Mamone, 

MD 

Joanna Walker, DO 

Erica Tarbox, MD 

Brett Murray, MD 

Nicole Pearson, MD 

Gerard Mulles, MD 

Anjuli Bhadurihauck, DO 

Veronica Demtchouk, MD 

John Elzie, MD 

Megan Crider, MD 

Amanda Cooke, MD 

Cristian Chiritescu, MD 

Rohan Dalal, DO 

Jason D. Hall, MD JD 

Vicki Norton, MD 

FAAEM 

Danica Alexander, DO 

FAAD  FAOCD 

Jesse Kane, MD FACOG 

Garnett Benjamin, MD 

Deborah Gage, MD MBA 

Shannen McGinley-Vallee, 

DO 

Sandra Gonzalez, MD 

Emily Walkey, MD 

Celine Cattier, MD 

Jenet George, MD 

Naresh Pathak, MD MACP 

FAAHPM 

Jeniel Parmar, MD PhD 

Jonathan Kluger, MD 

Darinka Aragon, MD 

Rotem Amir, MD 

Christina Leone, MD 

Mojgan Hosseinipour, DO 

Cheyenne Pirrello, DO 

Margaret Valverde, MD 

Jay Jagadeesan Gopal, MD 

Tiffany Le, MD 

Ryan Lynch, MD 

Christiana Shaw, MD MS 

Jennifer Knight, MD 

Marlene Fernandez, DO 

Michelle Rossi, MD 

MACP 

Catherine Boon, MD 

Arundhati Foster, MD 

Ronnie Ren, MD 

Laura Ginsberg, DO 

Lynn Gaskins, MD 

Gabriel Gomez, DO 

Emma Riordan, MD 

David Rosenthal, MD 

Miranda Solly, MD 

Amy McCoy, DO 

Jordan Heath, MD 

Candice Jones, MD 

Amena Payami, DO 

Mobeen Rathore, MD 

Ruchi Amin, MD 

Ana Moros-Hanley, MD 

Elizabeth Benitez, MD 

Joanna Ramirez, MD 

Elizabeth Banks, MD 

Ayesha Mirza, MD 

Samantha Lucrezia, MD 

Meredith Mowitz, MD 

Srilakshmi Atluri, MD 

Tammy Euliano, MD 

Lilliana Villegas, MD 

Ryan Heath, MD 

Rachna Krish, MD 

Manisha Bansal, MD 

Jennifer Hipp, DO 

Alicia Waters, MD 

Gauri Dalvi, MD 

Keith Thatch, MD 

Nebbie Walford, MD 

FACS FAAP 

Anam Shariq, MD 

Tuan Pham, MD PhD 

FAAP 

Mario Ignacio Quiros, MD 

FAAP 

Danielle Freburg-

Hoffmeister, MD DDS 

Deepica Reddy, MD 

Padraic O’Malley, MSc 

MD FRCSC 

Ann-Christina Brady, MD 

Kendall Steadmon, MD 

Lizette Duckworth, MD 

Sherry Thompson, MD 

Chad Kollas, MD FACP 

FAAHPM HMDC 

Monica Suarez Kobilis, 

MD 

Yanneska Lafontant, MD 

Rayyan Anwer, MD FAAP 

Meredith Joseph, MD 

MSCI 

Christina Biller, MD MPH 

Shobana Iyer, MD 

Vanessa Guerra, MD 

Hina Gupta, MD 

Peter Fontana, MD 

Michele Markley, MD 

FACS FAAP 

Sandra Pagnussat, MD 

Crystal Johnson-Mann, 

MD MPH 

Haritha Sakhamuri, MD 

Heather Elizondo Vega, 

MD FAAP 

Sonali Ruder, DO 

Melissa Gans, MD 

Jacqueline Chung, DO 

Christine Rodhouse, MD 

Jorge Olan, MD 

Nancy Rihana, MD 

Adrienne Moul, MD 

Vanitha Vasudevan, MD 

Julie Stortz, MD 

Kaci Wirthwein, MD 

Alyx Nazon, MD 



Asma Salahuddin, MD 

Sandra Gonzalez, MD 

Alanna Kaplan, DO 

Irina Murray, MD 

Annie Davis, MD 

Nicholas Laconi, MD 

Jill Whitehouse, MD 

Leslie Ravago, MD 

Danielle Carter, MD 

Ana Maria Rams, MD 

Amy Sullivan, MD 

Perla Del Pino, DO 

Lauren Smiarowski, MD 

Kristy Wesighan Patel, 

MD 

Payal Shah, DO   

LaKrystal Warren, MD 

Lindy Krebs, MD 

Arpitha Ketty, MD 

Kimberly Merkel, MD 

Bindu Kakkanatt, MD 

Kathryn Russell, MD, 

FAAD FACMS 

Loreta Bidot, MD 

Susanna Buchholz, MD 

Kathleen Ehresmann, MD 

Nipa Shah, MD 

Rishi Modh, MD 

Mariana DeMichele, MD 

Tanya Theriault, MD 

Mary Martin, MD 

Madeline Joseph, MD 

Edwin Sia, MD 

Ellen Satteson, MD 

Shirley Susana Cruz 

Beltran, MD 

Howard Webb, MD 

Carolina Maciel, MD 

Thomas Hermann, MD 

FAAP 

Adam Satteson, MD 

Noor Kassira, MD, FAAP, 

FACS 

Zaheera Lukman, DO 

Shajitha Melethil, MD 

Sharon Nichols, DO 

Rena Harrington, MD 

Russell Terry, MD 

Keerthana Akkineni, MD 

Tracy Kodiyan, MD 

Haley Fox, MD 

Donald Plumley, MD 

Akshaya Kambhatla, MD 

Grace Thompson, MD 

Neil, Bajwa, MD 

Irina Fishman, MD 

Geetika Bhatt, MD 

Saumil Oza, MD 

Raguveer Murthy, MD 

Darrah Shields, MD 

Malika George, MD 

Shalaka Ghate, MD 

Payal Patel, MD 

Beatriz Ladd, MD 

Aaditya Vora, MD 

Alpna Limaye, MD 

Jason Blatt, MD, FAANS, 

FAAP 

Georgia Gianakakos, MD 

Mehul Parekh, MD 

Salma Iftikhar, MD, MS 

Roopali Gupta, MD 

Amr Barakat, MD 

Paula Beers, MD 

Anthony Magnano, MD 

Savita Pai, MD 

Betty Panampally, MD 

Mary Grooms, MD 

Jeanette Ramos, MD 

Liege Diaz, MD 

Lian Jelenszky, DO 

Sean Skinner, MD 

Asmita Patel, MD 

Chantal Soobhanath, MD, 

FAAP 

Khalid Shakfeh, MD 

Scott Bradfield, MD 

Dijoia Darden, MD 

Alina Ruiz, MD 

Maria Badino, MD 

Payal Shooliz, MD 

Roberto Ochoa Planchart, 

MD 

Jennifer Schell, MD 

Andrew Schell, MD 

Rainy Betts, MD 

Shreya Aggarwal, MD 

Amy Reed, MD 

Rajesh Shetty, MD 

Roxana Rasekhi, DO 

Issa Hanna, MD 

Soniely Lugo-Ruiz, MD 

FAAP 

Elizabeth Di, MD 

Kathleen Dumitru, MD 

Ana Maria Romero, MD 

Olivia Bullock, DO 

Elise McCormack-Granja, 

MD 

Susanna Nguy, MD 

Erica Schultz, DO 

Edward Staples, MD 

Robert Hatch, MD MPH 

Veronica Antoine, MD 

Gaston Ofman, MD 

Leslee Ball-Scovel, MD 

Jeannette Vergeli-Rojas, 

MD 

Lucy Cohen, MD 

Elizabeth Hansen, MD 

Orlyn Lavilla, MD FAAP 

Roma Sharma, MD 

Jessica D’Elia, MD 

Sonialy Lugo, MD 

Nisis Rodriguez, MD 

Jill Mauldin, MD 

Diana Mercado 

Mitchell Stern, MD 

Holly Klopfenstein, MD 

Priyanka Murali, DO 

Esther Jimenez-

Encarnacion, MD 

Trishna Patel, MD 

Angela Riera, MD 

Faiza Manji, MD 

Julianni Zaiden, MD 

Mary Yoder, MD 



Susan Greco, MD MPH 

Alexandra Beier, DO 

FACOS FAAP 
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